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Section One Identifying Regulatory Burdens to 
Business Growth and Innovation 

 

We want to know which regulations make your business life unnecessarily difficult when 
balanced against the benefits they bring – both for your daily operations and when you try to 
grow or innovate. We also want to understand how these rules affect different types of 

businesses. Your specific feedback will directly inform our regulatory reform agenda. 

Be as specific as possible – name the exact regulations that cause problems. If you can’t 
name the, just describe how they affect you, and we’ll work across government to identify 
which ones need fixing. This isn’t about eliminating all regulations – It’s about making them 

more practical and efficient. 

We are interested in radical solutions to remove or simplify regulations (including through AI 
and digital technology). We want to make regulatory compliance more efficient, and less 
costly and cumbersome for your business. Even if you cannot name specific regulations, 
describing their operational impact will help us work across government departments to 
prioritise reforms. 

Subsequent sections will explore the direct and indirect costs of regulation on businesses, as 
well as quantify the opportunity costs imposed on innovation and growth. Your expertise is 
invaluable in creating a regulatory environment that protects necessary standards while 
enabling British businesses to thrive and complete globally. 

 

Question 1 

(a) Are regulations in your sector imposing unreasonable costs on your 
business’s current activities?  

Yes 

(b) Are there regulations which are limiting your ability to grow your business 
further and/or innovate for the future?  
 

Yes 

(c) Do you think regulations in your sector are creating more unnecessary 
problems (costs or restrictions) for certain types of businesses or business 
activities than others? For example, do they affect small businesses 
differently from large ones, or impact certain business models more heavily 
than others?  

Yes 

(d) If you have answered “yes” to any of the above questions, please give 
specific examples with evidence below, if possible naming individual 
regulations, or regulatory activities.  
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Question 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we cut down on the paperwork and administrative burdens created by 
regulation and regulators, and with what positive effects? You should name specific 
regulations, regulators, and/or regulatory activities wherever possible.  

 

 

 

  

Where relevant, please provide further detail here making clear which of (a) – (c) above your 
evidence relates to. 

The following relates to (a), (b), and (c). AIRTO is responding with reference to the impact of 
regulatory burdens on Innovation, Research & Technology sector organisations.  

1. Several AIRTO member organisations provide accredited testing and certification services in the 
UK and Europe. The current lack of harmonisation of UK and EU regulatory regimes means that 
organisations providing such accredited testing and certification services currently have to prepare 
to serve two different categories of regulatory conformity marking. Similarly, organisations 
requiring certification have to test to meet two sets of conformity assessment if they are exporting 
regulated goods or services to the EU. The UK government is aware of this problem, but steps to 
harmonise testing and certification standards has been very slow or non-existent. Representations 
over four years or more to DBT have failed to mitigate the negative cost impacts on businesses, as 
post Brexit testing undertaken in the UK is no longer recognised as valid in the EU regulatory 
system. There have also been negative cost impacts on the UK clientele for AIRTO member 
testing and certification organisations trying to export regulated products and services to the EU. 
There have been negative impacts also on importers to the UK in areas where standards in the UK 
have or will diverge from EU practice and requirements. Such concerns have been aired over four 
or more years in the DBT Consultative Stakeholders Group. The blockage appears to have been 
with policy on trade relations with the EU. What is needed is a Mutual Recognition Agreement on 
product safety regulations as this will eliminate significant cost burdens for business. Until now 
AIRTO members undertaking testing and certification have had to set up operations in EU 
countries to carry out their work outside the UK. Some areas of UK based work have declined by 

90% and ceased to be commercially viable.   

2.The time taken to address the regulation requirements of new technologies or new innovations 
inhibits the development of these in the UK, and risks losing them to other countries. An example 
of this is the space sector where the UK has historically had a leading position on regulation but 
this is threatened by the slow development of appropriate regulation and a lack of government 
recognition that competitor countries adjust their regulatory regimes to provide user-friendly 
regulatory environments to attract business away from the UK. The development of more 
appropriate regulation can create a competitive advantage for the UK if it is developed and 

introduced in an effective way.  

Please provide your answer here. 

Regulation and certification in the UK is very complex and can seem ad hoc in some business 
sectors with large numbers of organisations involved, and seemingly no overarching 
organisational/ strategic oversight. More ‘streamlined’ and strategic regulation with an overall 
vision will allow the UK to have effective and efficient regulation with consistency across 
regulators and the authorities to which they are responsible. This will also allow the effective 
planning and implementation of technology and methods across the whole UK regulatory 
landscape. Ultimately, effective regulation and certification will provide competitive advantage for 
the UK. 

 

 

 

Commented [RB1]: A mutual Recognition Agreement 
with the EU on product safety regulation will permit 
accredited testing and certification work in the UK to be 
accepted in the EU and will eliminate the need to go to 
the EU for accredited testing and certification of 
products and to duplicate such effort to demonstrate 
compliance in both territories in order to place products 
on the EU as well as on the UK market in instances 
where EU and UK regulations diverge. 
 
Also, avoiding divergence between EU and UK 
regulations on product safety will do much to lessen the 
compliance costs and administrative burdens for both 
UK exporters to the EU, particularly SMEs, and for 
importers to the UK placing such products on the UK 
market. 
 
Construction products, machinery, products 
incorporating AI are particularly worthy of attention in 
this regard.   
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Section Two: Direct Costs of Regulation on 
Business 

In this section we want to hear about the direct costs imposed on business by 
regulation. These are costs businesses must meet when laws require them to take 
specific actions, with little or no flexibility in how they comply. Indirect costs, i.e. 
those incurred because of how a regulator decides to fulfil its role through the 
processes it adopts etc. are examined in the next section. 

This part of the business questionnaire focuses in four ways in which regulations and 
regulators may impose direct costs on a business: 

• Information requirements 

• Investigations, inspections and enforcement 

• Further regulatory activities 

• Regulatory structures and strategic prioritisation 

Further information to help you answer the questions in this section is provided 
under each subheading below. Please be as specific as possible in your answers, 
providing clear examples to make your points and explaining how you think these 
issues can be addressed. 

Your detailed examples will help us develop a comprehensive understanding of 
regulatory cost distribution across different business sizes and sectors, informing our 
efforts to create a more proportionate and efficient regulatory environment. 

(A) Information Requirements 
 

Regulation often imposes a range obligations on businesses for information, 
including to: 

• Provide Information to government bodies and/or regulators. This can include 
for registration or notifications in relation to particular activities; periodic 
reporting on regulatory compliance; and/or making applications for any sort of 
licence or authorisation in relation to a regulated activity, or for exemption 
from those requirements. 

• Provide information to third parties. This can include requirements to label 
products or installations with specific consumer information; or to make other 
information available, e.g. a financial prospectus to accompany investment 
products, available in certain circumstances. 

• Keep and maintain specified documents and records. These might include 
keeping copies of some records for minimum time periods or maintaining up 
to date manuals on issues such as emergency planning. 

Question 3 

In relation to such rules:   
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(a) What information or reporting does your business have to provide to 
regulators that creates unnecessary burdens? Please be as specific as 
possible. 

Please provide your answer here. 

(b) For any requirements identified in your answer to question (a), how much 
money does your business spend and how many staff hours are devoted to 
meeting these requirements? Please provide specific cost and time estimates 
if possible.     

Please provide your answer here.  

(c) What changes would you make to reduce these burdens? 

 

 

 

(B)Investigations, Inspections and Enforcement 

Regulations often contain requirements that regulators conduct periodic inspections 
and investigations, or powers to enable them to do so where they consider it 
appropriate. Failure to comply can result in enforcement action including fines, 
requiring a business to do certain things, or even prosecution. Some of the need to 
co-operate with enforcement bodies is the inevitable consequence of an 
enforcement regime, but some requirements may feel disproportionately 
burdensome for your business. 

Your insights will help us identify how the current investigation, inspection and 
enforcement regimes can be made more proportionate – focusing resources whe 

Question 4 

(a) What does your business have to do for regulators’ investigations and 
inspections which you feel is unnecessarily burdensome? Please be as 
specific as possible.  

    

 

 
(b) For any requirements identified in your answer to Question (a), how much 

money does your business spend and how many staff hours are devoted to 
meeting these requirements? Please provide specific cost and time estimates 
if possible (but exclude any penalties that might be levied through 
enforcement action). 

Please provide your answer here.  

(c) What changes would you make to reduce these burdens?  

Please provide your answer here. 

 

Please provide your answer here. 

 

Please provide your answer here. 

 

Commented [RB2]: What constitutes necessary in this 
context? 
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(C) Further regulatory activities  

The Government has already announced a range of measures to simplify this 
landscape, so that it is easier and less costly for business to navigate while 
continuing to act in consumers’ and the wider public interest.   

In this section, please provide evidence of any additional ways in which legal 
obligations imposed by a regulator have created unnecessary burdens or operational 
challenges for your business. This may include requirements stemming from a 
regulator’s statutory duties or discretionary powers that compel businesses to take 
specific actions, even when those actions may not be proportionate or clearly aligned 
with business needs. 

We also would like to understand whether and how you think regulators should be 
doing more to drive growth. Under the Deregulation Act 2015, certain regulatory 
bodies must have regard to the desirability of promoting economic growth under the 
“Growth Duty”, alongside various other duties. The Government announced on 21 
October that it intends to reform the Growth Duty so that the legal framework is 
clearer, more focused and elevated to ensure regulators must actively consider and 
promote growth. 

Question 5 

(a) In questions 3-4 above, we asked you about what you have to do to meet 
regulators’ information and inspection / investigation / enforcement 
requirements. Do regulators make other demands of your business outside 
these categories which result in it facing unnecessary challenges?  
 
 
 
  

(b) If you answered “yes” to question (a) above, what does your business have to 
do which you feel is unnecessarily burdensome? 
 

 

(c) How much money does your business spend and how many staff hours are 
devoted to meeting these requirements? Please provide specific cost and 
time estimates if possible.   

 

(d) What changes would you make to reduce these burdens? 

 

Please provide your answer here.  

 

Please provide your answer here. 

Please provide your answer here.  
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Question 6:  

(a) Do you believe the regulators you deal with adequately support economic 
growth in your sector?  

 

(b) If not, please provide evidence of how this could be improved if they had a 
stronger legal duty to promote economic growth alongside their main 
objectives?  

 

 

(D)Regulatory Structures and Strategic Prioritisation 

We would like you to identify regulators that perform with similar, overlapping, or 
potentially redundant functions and consider whether these could be consolidated or, 
or, where appropriate, abolished. Please highlight areas where regulatory oversight 
is fragmented by such instances. Multiple agencies are responsible for overseeing 
different aspects of the same business activity. We encourage you to suggest 
specific opportunities for streamlining these processes in ways that would reduce the 
compliance burden on businesses, while still maintaining the integrity and 
effectiveness of regulatory objectives. 

Finally in this section, we want you to recommend areas where more binding 
government guidance to regulators about how to weigh up competing priorities 
(sometimes called “strategic steers”) would benefit business planning and 
operations. This might include where you think that regulatory priorities appear 
misaligned with market realities or business needs. An example of a recent strategic 
steer is that issued to the Competition and Markets Authority in May 2025.1    

 

Question 7  

(a) Would combining or streamlining the number of regulators save your 
business money, including where you think they do similar or overlapping 
work?  

Yes 

 
1 DBT (2025), Strategic steer to the Competition and Markets Authority - GOV.UK 

No. 

If no, please provide your answer here. 

Regulators need to address the situations that are resulting in increased costs and 
complexity (for example harmonisation of UK and EU regulation) and take a proactive 
approach to the opportunities presented by new technologies and innovations, 
particularly where the UK has a leading position that is at risk (for example in the area of 

space technologies). A new, dynamic culture is required for regulators. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-steer-to-the-competition-and-markets-authority/strategic-steer-to-the-competition-and-markets-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-steer-to-the-competition-and-markets-authority/strategic-steer-to-the-competition-and-markets-authority
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(b) If you answered “yes” to question (a), please provide further detail here 
making clear which regulators, and similarities or duplication, you are referring 
to.    

 

 

 

 

Question 8 

(a) In which of the following areas do you think that regulators need clearer and 
stronger guidance from government to help them do their jobs better?  

 

(b) Please provide further information about the regulators you are thinking about 
when answering this question, and any evidence for thinking such binding 
guidance is needed?  

 

To balance competing priorities / To manage risk / To support growth / To improve 
regulator accountability / To help regulators in another way 

All of these are important, but additionally regulators need guidance to support innovation 
and promote the UK’s competitiveness through the use of regulation, and they need to 
have a good understanding and appreciation of how businesses in their sector operate. 
They need to be equipped with tools and knowledge to make interaction with their 

business sectors as easy for businesses as possible. 

As discussed above, government guidance must involve an overall strategic vision for 
regulation in the UK. 

If yes, please provide your answer here. 

Answer to (a) relates to regulators in general rather than one specific regulator. 

Please provide your answer here. 

A detailed analysis can only be made with the effective mapping of the UK’s regulatory 
infrastructure. Wholesale reform is needed rather than ad hoc individual actions. With 
such an understanding of the whole UK regulatory infrastructure, a top-down strategy 
needs to be formulated to design and implement an improved, efficient, effective UK 
system. 

Commented [RB3]: Space, construction, machinery, 
AI, food and plant biology. 
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Section Three: Indirect Costs of Regulation on 
Business 

In this section, we’re seeking evidence on the indirect costs of regulation—those 
sometimes less visible but still significant burdens that arise from how regulators 
implement and enforce rules, and how businesses must adapt to regulatory 
procedures. 

These costs may include: 

• Processes created by regulators that go beyond legal requirements. 

• Delays in decisions, approvals, or authorisations. 

• Time and resources spent navigating complaints or challenging decisions. 

• Customer service and communication issues that affect business 
efficiency. 

We’re particularly interested in specific examples that highlight how these issues 
impact your operations and bottom line, including which regulators are involved and 
what changes could help reduce these burdens. 

This section focuses on three key areas: 

• Regulator delays and timeliness 
 

• Regulators’ operational processes and behaviours 
 

• Challenging regulators’ decisions 

Further guidance is provided under each subheading. Please be as specific as 
possible in your responses—your insights will help us identify practical ways to 
reduce unnecessary procedural costs and free up resources for growth and 
innovation. 

(A) Regulator Delays and Timeliness 

When regulators aren't clear about their timeframes or fail to meet them, businesses 
face uncertainty and additional administrative burdens due to delayed decisions and 
follow-up requirements. The Regulatory Action Plan2, published in March 2025, 
introduced measures to hold regulators to account more effectively, to improve 
regulator accountability through performance transparency. Regulators have now 
published their Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) on dedicated webpages and are 
engaging with stakeholders to ensure these metrics genuinely reflect performance.  

We aim to go further, so in this section we would like to hear sector-specific evidence 
about the timeliness of regulatory decisions, including the extent to which regulators 
are transparent about their own performance standards, how they meet them, the 

 
2 DBT (2025), New approach to ensure regulators and regulation support growth (HTML) - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-new-approach-to-ensure-regulators-and-regulation-support-growth/new-approach-to-ensure-regulators-and-regulation-support-growth-html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-new-approach-to-ensure-regulators-and-regulation-support-growth/new-approach-to-ensure-regulators-and-regulation-support-growth-html
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costs incurred by business, and changes in regulatory practice that could address 
issues identified. 

Question 9 

Do you think regulators are sufficiently transparent about their expected and actual 
delivery times, by:  

(a) Having the right Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to measure their 
performance?  

 

  

(b) Providing updates on progress in reaching decisions? 

No 

 

(c) Please provide specific examples referring to named regulators here.  

Please provide further detail here.  

The lack of progress in harmonising standards with the EU. 

The uncertainty as to future changes in the machinery directive. There is a real risk that 
delays on the part of the UK will lead to lack of synchronisation between coming changes to 
the EU regime and compliance requirements for products on the UK market. 

 

Question 10  

(a) Has your business experienced delays by regulators, such as a delayed 
approval / authorisation / licence?  

Yes 

 

(b) If yes, please specify the regulator and relevant process(s) where you can do 
so.  

If yes, please provide further detail here. 

See previous comments regarding accredited testing and certification, and regulation of new 
technologies and innovations. 

Question 11 

How much do delays caused by regulators cost your business? Provide examples in 
either lost days or revenue or increased financial costs if possible.  

 

No 
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Please provide your answer here.  

The delays in harmonising certification with the EU mean that AIRTO members which are 
Conformity Assessment Bodies are faced with the decision to set up to address the two 
different sets of Standards with the inherent costs, or to cease to test to the EU Standards 
with significant loss of market and hence business. This will represent either major 
investment or reduction in activity.  

Question 12  

How do you think regulators could make decisions faster and reduce delays? Please 
suggest specific improvements that would help speed up regulatory processes.  

Please provide your answer here. 

A much clearer infrastructure in which the regulator works, defined objectives and clear KPIs 
which are available to all stakeholders. 

(B) Regulators’ Operational Processes and Behaviours 

The procedures that regulators develop to carry out their role can also add 
significantly to businesses’ administrative costs. Sometimes regulations require 
regulators to act in particular ways (see section on direct costs) but they often have a 
considerable degree of discretion about how they perform their roles. In some 
instances, businesses also have to rely on third party service providers to support 
them in regulatory compliance.  

Businesses will always necessarily have to absorb costs so regulators can protect 
consumers and the public, but these costs must be minimised wherever possible. 
Digitalisation and the efficient information sharing between regulators can, for 
example, reduce administrative burdens on business. In this section we ask for 
sector-specific evidence about issues including where and how the processes 
regulators impose unnecessary costs; regulators’ transparency about the impacts of 
their actions; and procedural improvements that might be made to reduce 
administrative costs to business.      

Question 13 

(a) Can you provide examples of where regulators use outdated or unnecessarily 
complex processes (including where two regulators’ processes may overlap)?  

 

 

(b) If yes, please provide evidenced examples.  

 

 

 

 

Yes 

If yes, please provide further detail here. 

As discussed above, the lack of coordination between UK and EU for Conformity Assessment 
subsequent to Brexit has caused significant complexity for AIRTO organisations which act as 
Conformity Assessment Bodies providing accredited testing and certification services. In some 
cases, AIRTO Members provide unique service World/ Europe-wide. Currently the lack of 
harmonisation means such organisations have either set up testing facilities in Europe, at 
significant cost and loss of jobs and income in the UK, or ceased to offer such services in Europe 

resulting the loss of jobs and income. 
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Question 14  

(a) Do regulators provide sufficiently clear guidance about their requirements and 
processes when submitting an application (such as for a licence or permit) or 
other information?  

 

 

(b) Do regulators clearly explain how their decisions, guidance and rules affect 
business and consumers?  

 

 

(c) If not, please provide evidenced examples.  

    

 

Question 15 

What changes should regulators make to their internal procedures, for example by 
digitisation or simplified reporting, to reduce administrative costs on your business?  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

(C) Challenging regulators’ decisions 

Businesses may also incur indirect costs where they decide to challenge regulators’ 
decisions – for example where they disagree with a licencing decision or in response 
to an unfavourable outcome. Typically, after any internal appeals mechanism within 
a regulatory body is exhausted, it will also be possible to appeal further. Who 
considers such appeals will vary between regulatory regimes, and includes the 
relevant Secretary of State, the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA), the 
Competition Appeals Tribunal (CAT), the First-tier and Upper Tribunals, the 
Magistrates Court, and the High Court. Within these, there is a significant variance in 
grounds, complexity, time and cost.  

Question 16 

(a) Do you think that mechanisms for your business to challenge a regulator’s 
decision are unnecessarily complex or burdensome?  

Yes / No 

Depends on regulator 

If not, please provide further detail here. 

Please provide your answer here.  

It must be the continuing aim of regulators to make their activities both efficient and effective, 
whilst minimising the cost and time for businesses. This requires both simplification of process 
and reporting, and the use of the most up to date technology. This may be a significant 
challenge to regulators and demands the coordination and support of regulators from central 
government. It is in the national interest that the organisation of regulators is strategically 

coordinated rather than ad hoc. 

Yes / No 

Depends on regulator 

Commented [RB4]: Not always. For example: There 
has been a degree of discretion on the part of 
regulators concerning the level of risk to assign to the 
operation of different types, sizes and numbers of 
satellites in proposed constellations. This can make 
orders of magnitude difference in the costs of licensing. 

Commented [RB5]: More training and familiarisation of 
officials regarding their sector to enable better, quicker 
and more authoritative responses to enquiries from 
businesses. 
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(b) If yes, in what ways is the process for challenging a regulator’s decision which 
you feel is unnecessarily complex or burdensome for your business? Please 
be specific about the regulator being challenged and the type of decision 
being challenged. 

 

 

(c) If yes, how much money does your business spend and how many staff hours 
are devoted to meeting these requirements in order to challenge a regulator’s 
decision? Please provide specific cost and time estimates if possible. 

 

(d) If yes, have you decided to leave a decision you disagreed with unchallenged 
due to the potential cost of the challenge?  

 

 
(e) If you answered yes to question (d), please give details of the decision and 

also of any time and cost estimates you used when deciding not to proceed 
with the challenge.  

Potential  

 

(f) What changes would you make to appeal mechanisms to reduce the costs 
they impose on your business? This might, for example, include simpler 
administrative processes, greater use of regulatory tribunals, or greater 
consistency of approach in terms of appeal mechanisms between regulators.  

 

 
 

 

 

Please provide your answer here.  

N/A 

Please provide further information here.  

Please provide your answer here.  

Please provide your answer here.  

N/A 
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Section Four: Opportunity Costs of Regulation  

The first three sections of this business questionnaire ask for your views on how 
regulations affect your existing business operations. In this fourth set of questions, 
we focus on the impact of regulation on business’ potential future activities. We want 
to hear how the UK’s regulatory regime impacts on business decisions on the 
trialling and rolling out of new products and services, working practices, innovation, 
attracting investment, and international trade.  

As in the previous sections of this business questionnaire, you should be as precise 
as possible in your answers, so we can identify exactly where within regulatory 
processes change would be most beneficial.       

Question 17  

(a) Have you decided not to bring a product or service to market because of 
regulatory issues, such as uncertainty, delays, costs or other impacts?  

Yes 

 

(b) If yes, please provide examples to explain why this is the case.  

If yes, please provide further details here.  

Business decisions for AIRTO members and their clients are significantly affected by 
delays in regulation for new technologies and innovations, and by the lack of 
harmonisation with EU regulations. Uncertainty caused by delayed actions affects 
and delays business decisions. 

Question 18  

(a) Have you decided not to adopt new technology or working practices in the UK 
because of regulatory obligations or uncertainty?  

Yes 

 

(b) If yes, please provide examples to explain why this is the case.  

If yes, please provide further details here.  

The uncertainty regarding the harmonisation of testing and certification and regulatory 
regimes between the UK and EU is causing AIRTO members to pause in their plans for 
continuing to address provision of UK based testing and certification services. With 
continuing unilateral UK recognition of CE marking in many areas and lack of EU recognition 
of certification from UK based test and certification houses, demand for UKCA marking is 
falling away and AIRTO members are having increasing difficulty in justifying the costs of 
maintaining UKAS accreditation and the expense of running UKCA marking services. The 
longer there are delays to clarifying future UK policy on product marking the more likely it is 
that the UK will lose capability and capacity to conduct product marking on a viable 
commercial basis from UK owned and operated businesses. 
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Question 19 

What improvements in the regulatory environment could better support you in 
bringing new products or services to market, or to adopt new technology or working 
practices?  

 

 

 

 

 

Question 20 

Are there any areas where you would like to see the government test new 
approaches to regulation (i.e. adoption of ‘fast-lanes’ for approvals), disapply 
regulation to allow innovation in a controlled environment (i.e. a sandbox) or create  
dedicated services within government support businesses in their interactions with 
regulators they need to engage with? Please provide examples.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 21 

Please provide details of any international best practices in your sector in other 
major economies that the UK should consider adopting to ensure our regulatory 
system supports innovation and growth?  

 

 

 

Please provide your answer here. 

Faster response to new technology and innovation in order that effective regulation, and 
therefore legal certainty, is in place and does not delay the UK’s implementation, rather it creates 
competitive advantage for the UK.  

Bringing new products or services to market requires better consultation between regulators and 
relevant businesses. 

Please provide your answer here. 

New approaches to regulation, both in terms of the coordination of infrastructure and its 
methodology, are essential if the UK is to have an effective, efficient regulatory environment. 
Whilst regulation is essential, it must be implemented at an appropriate level with streamline 
procedures. This is particularly apposite for new technologies and innovations, where all 
stakeholders need to work together to develop both the regulations and the ways to test and 
introduce them quickly and successfully. AIRTO members will continue to play an important role 
in this. 

Please provide your answer here. 

In the area of autonomous vehicles, effective, early regulation has meant there is a 
significant opportunity for the UK to take a leading position in relation to other countries. 
It is a clear example of timely regulation providing a competitive advantage. 

 

Commented [RB6]: Space is an area where UK 
regulation has until recently failed to keep pace with 
market developments in relation to newer generations 
of smaller affordable satellites and this has lead to 
licensing activity moving away to other countries, even 
for UK headquartered companies. MInisters were 
alerted to this happening but it has taken over a decade 
for things to begin to change, and other countries 
(Luxembourg, Portugal, Lithuania are becoming 
territories of choice for some licensing activities).  
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Section Five: Closing Questions about Respondents 

Question 22: This business questionnaire is targeted primarily at businesses, 
however we appreciate that other stakeholders may also wish to respond. Therefore 
please select the most appropriate option that represents you, and respond 
according to your primary responsibilities. 

● Regulated entity (i.e. business) 

● Consumer 

● Regulator 

● Academic or think tank 

● Other X 

If you selected other, please specify here: 

Representative body for the Innovation, Research and Technology (IRT) sector, 

including Research and Technology Organisations (RTOs), Catapult Centres, Public 

Sector Research Organisations (PSREs), and independent R&D organisations. 

Question 23: If you are a business, which regulators do you engage with most 
frequently?  

 

 

 

 

 

Question 24: If you are a business, how many employees do you have? 

● Not Applicable – not a business 

● 1 – 9  employees 

● 10 – 49  employees 

● 50 – 99  employees 

● 100 – 499  employees 

● 500+  employees X AIRTO’s members employ more than 57,000 staff 

 

Question 25: If you are a business, please name the Sector(s) that you operate in 
using the UK Standard Industrial Classifications published by Companies House.3  

Please provide your answer here.  

 
3 Companies House, https://resources.companieshouse.gov.uk/sic/  

Please provide your answer here. 

 AIRTO members engage with a range of regulators depending on which industry sector they 
serve. These sectors include aerospace, automotive, agritech, biotech, built environment, 
defence, energy (conventional, renewable and nuclear), food and drink, manufacturing, pharma, 
etc. Members are involved in standards and certification activities both in the UK and worldwide. 

 

 

 

https://resources.companieshouse.gov.uk/sic/
https://resources.companieshouse.gov.uk/sic/
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As well as the specific industry they serve, AIRTO members cover the following activities in 
R&D, design, consultancy, and education: 71121, 71122, 71200, 72110, 72190, 
74901,74909, 85410, 85421,85422 

Question 26: Please select where your headquarters are based using the 
categories under the statistical regions set out by the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS).4 

• East Midlands X 

• East of England X 

• London X 

• North East X 

• North West X 

• South East X 

• South West X 

• West Midlands X 

• Yorkshire and the Humber X 

• Scotland X 

• Northern Ireland  

• Wales X 

• International 
AIRTO Members are sited throughout the UK, and also have worldwide operations. 

Question 27:  

a) What is your name, or the name of your organisation?  

Please provide your answer here.  

AIRTO Ltd – The Association of Innovation, Research and Technology Organisations  

b)  What is your e-mail address (optional response)? 

Please provide your answer here.  

enquiries@airto.co.uk 

Question 28: We usually publish a summary of all responses, but sometimes we are 
asked to publish the individual responses too. Would you be happy for your 
response to be published in full? 

• Yes X 

• Yes, but without information which could identify me as an individual 

• No, I want my response to be treated as confidential 

 
 

 
4 Office for National Statistics, International geographies - Office for National Statistics 
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